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Mr. Spkakkii: I have listenod with groat in- 
terosi to the remarks of my colleiigiui,. also 
*o those ot' ihe gentleiiiiiu rroin Iowa, [Mr. 
CiwiTis.j Thoy have maiiitesied suilabie iii;fe- 
auity in the discussiou of this f{uestio!i; ibr, 
sir, it is the work of giants to prove to liie peo- 
ple of this couinry that they iiavo not a right 
to govern thoiiLsclvis, and that Congress iias 
a ri^ht to govern them. That is a work that 
tan be done only by giants. It is easy for or- 
dinary men, tor comision men, to show to the 
];eople of liiia country that they have the right 
Co govern themselves, and that they are jibuii- 
daiitly prepanKi to exercise that right. In tiie 
early history of tiiis Government, v,-e had th.e 
Providence Plantations, the Plymouth colo-.iy, 
and the New ita-ven colony, which drumn^ed 
out a Governor forced upon them by a non res- 
ident Power, and thereby secured to that State 
ail ind<;slructible possession — the proud history 
of the charter oak. Those men from the old 
country formed upon our soil model govern- 
Dients, and they did it without ever having had 
the experience afforded by the exercise of self- 
government. 

But, sir, it is contended that we, who have 
always governed ourselves, when we go to a 
Territory of tht: United States are unable to 
tell our hands from our feet, it is contended 
that a man not only loses his rights, but loses 
his common sense, by going to a Territory. 

The aentlemau from Iowa 

Mr. CUliTlS. Mr. Speaker- 



Mr. TIlAYhill. I will allow no interruption. 
The gentleman from f owa refused to let me ask 
him a question. I remember that. 

Mr. CURTIS, E certainly did not, or at least 
1. did not intend it. 

Mr, THAYER. I shall not be interrupted. 1 ! 
have the floor. 

Mr. CURTIS. I did not hear the gentleman, 
if he asked me any question. 

Mr. THAYIiLi. I was not astonished at the 
surprise which my colleague manifested, that 1 
had taken the lead in this business of killing 
■oft' these Territorial organizations which no 
upon the assuniption that the people of a Ter- 
ritory are intauls. Therefore 1 could under- 
stand the grief which he and the gentleman 
from Iowa must have felt when they saw tliat 
this leading and this voting was successful in 
ihe accomplishment of that result. Rachel 



mourned for her first-born, and would not be 
comibrted. This day's slaughter of the inno- 
cents is no doubt an apj)ropriate cause aud 
occasion of grief. 

Sir, grief may have a salutary influence upoti 
men. The efforts of ingenuity and of invention 
may quicken their intellects. I am glad to see 
gentlen^eu striving for arguments that do not 
exist, and can never be found, showing why 
Congress should nuike an organic law for the 
people of the Territories, who are a thousand 
limes better able than Congress to understand 
their wishes and necessities. There was need, 
sir, in this work, of ([iiick and ready invention, 
of nervous struggling lor expedients. We have 
witnessed all that this day — 

'* .K\\ tlio soul ill riipt Ki!.«po!isioii ; 

All the (iiiiviii iiij;, iKilpiLitiii}; 
Chonls of life in uuhosi KMisiou 
Willi Ihu furvor ol" iiivctilioii, 

Willi thi! miiiiiro <jr i;rcaiiiig." 

I said, grief itself may be salutary, and when, 
these gentlemen see that they are in the minor- 
ity, and that we who oppose their favorite meas- 
ures are a majority in this House, I sympathize 
with them. I know something about the effect 
of defeat; aud I say it, for their consolation, 
that I think it inay be good. Sir, I have known 
something of the feeling of men wlio have ex- 
perienced defeat; this feeling of distrust of the 
power of Providence to carry forward a good 
cause, this loss of faith in inen, this ruinous 
aud apparently cruslung despair, viay sonie- 
linies work great good. The pearl is only the 
crystallized tear of the oyster. 

Mr. GOOCH rose. 

Mr. THaYER. 1 will not be interrupted, 

Mr. GOOCH. 1 say to my colleague, that I 
allowed him to interrupt me frequently durino- 
my remarks on the polygamy bill, a few days 
ago; and yet he is not willing to give me the 
same privilege. 

Mr. TH.IY'ER. If my colleague wishes to 
interrupt me, I will allow him to do anything 
he chooses. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GOOCH. 1 thought my colleague would 
not be as unjust as he intimated, i must ex- 
press some surprise at the reference my col- 
league has made. If he had looked up his 
ouotations to express surprise, instead of grief, 
it would have been more to the purpose. 1 
expressed no grief. 1 simply expressed sur- 
prise. 



Mr. 'ri:IA^"l-Il{. I liiive not, looked np aiij 
(juotations. .1 liuppoti L'onerallv to know vvhut 
is. ai'j.rropviiUe, wiiliou.1 looking liicni r.p. 
j Lixuu^hter. j 

Now, Mr. Speiiker, lot )ne say iunlior to :ny 
collei'-'juo, whoit' <rrict.' and .sj:rjiri.se I trti.sl 
may be iov liis sjiiriiiial and oierna! .i:"ood. iliat 
1 will give hiia aiioihtr quotation lo lliO .saiae 
point. ; 

'• ?\:>ii :t !;it(.' as titi.~ \v:i.-- liaiih'"-' — 

I'.y (U fi'at ami i-xilr iiiailiii;!ii-ii : 
Tii'.iH w'vvi: .Mut'.'ii iMiii ( '(';'v;s::li-.-:. 
NiitarcV jirifst.-', ai'.il ('dryhniit.'.-, 

r.y ivJlatioH tinulMl nml fadd^awd.'' 

And again : 

'• or.ly 111! hit i-rnwin'i! uiii'. sair.5'''!, 
AViiii wit.'i .;j;rii''.' iiaV'.: U^jvw ;u:'|'!a.!U>/ii. 

Now, sir, let us look !br a '.nonienl ai the av- 
guniiiuis wiiieli have iiL'tju sougiit alter in .sliow 
thai Congress should organize 'J'errii.orial (Jov- 
erunienls. 1 will now leave tlnj region ol" the 
.sonsii.iililies, and. visit, fur a lime, the donniin 
oi' ilic intellect. — a inoveasenl troni v.diat is 
fiuijlimo in I'celiag in niy opponents t,o what is 
ridiculous in reason. 1 unflersti'.nd, .Mr. Speak- 
er, thai iliosL- arguments have all bee!» made on 
a ])ropusition lo organi/.c a 'I'errilory which has 
no while men in ii. There is noi a muniber oi" 
ihe Commiiiee on Territories who has spoken, 
or who will rise and say that there arc itiree 
hundred wliiie men in ihe Territory ol" Chip- 
pewa. 

I\lv. GHOW. Oh, yos, there are. 

Mr. AJjDlii.Cii. if ihc gentleman v.'ill go 
liiere, he will lind a good many more than 
ihri;i! h'.jndred while num lliere. The gmrJe- 
nvan lives so iar (AX, ii is not lo be woiulered at 
lhat, he should make such a statement. 

i\ir. TilAYElv. i had it from the eontesling 
Deli.-gale from Nebr;',skii. 

■\lr. CLAliK, oi' Missouri, j'desiro lo ask the 
chairman oi" th.e Cominiiiee on Territories il" 
there lias been any ])etiiion signed by any man 
witirui the liiniis of CInppewa Torriiory, in i'a- 
vor ol" an organization of lhat Terriiory : and 
what evidence il"u;y have that thure are even 
one hinulred and eighty v.-hiie men wiiliiji its 
limits? 

.Mr. SMrrif, ot" Virginia. J do not. bolievi; 
tiiere is one wiiilo man tlienj. 

Mr. (ilK'tW. 1 siiuuM like to ask the gentle- 
2\Iissouri v.lhil pajtilions thcri; wcn'i; 
is anil Ncbrn.'ika :it tiic linn.: thuse 
Were org;inizi.:<i ? 

USTON. Oh, ti;ni is no ar'j'ument. 
nn.'iig dui.^s not juslil'y aaoiher. 

Mr. Til .-VV i:dv. ^w.v.v, let me make one re- 
mark U) the gentleman irom l-.iwii. v.'ho a}ipealed 
to this i linise to aii'tird proteciion :.o these in- 
ianis ill the Territories 

Mr. C'JRTIS. I hope the gcnllenmn wiil al- 
low nut iu correct ids statement. 

iilr. Ti I A VKK. Tlio genlleiuan did noi :iilow 
me. 

I\lr. CL'irns. i certainly did not refuse to 
allow iluj geuileinan lo inierrupi me, to correct 
anything I might have said. If the genllemaii 
apj)ea!ed lo me, and i did not yield to him, it 
was because i did not hear liim, and not from 
any want of courtesy. Now. sir. i protest lhat 



f never spoke of tlio peo])le of the Terr ivories 
as iid"ants. 1 .spoke of them !is men ; and if I 
used the v;ord "infani"" in that oonneclion.il 
was to characterize the Territories i-.s iniant 
empires. 

.Mr. THA VEll. 1 was not bdking of the g'^n- 
ileiriairs oriiiou'raphy or etymology. 1 wa.j 
talking about his speeeh. 

Mr. CliiITT;?. 1 used no expression of the 
kind. 

.^!r. Til A VEIL I was not (ranting the g'Mi- 
tleman in words: 1 was talking al»on!, his argu- 
ment, which was to show tlr-.i ih.e people of 
'I'erriiories v.-ere wtiolly uiuible to take care ef 
themselves, iind ih.at they must lie tiD'oi'ih.-i! 
protection i)y ihe General eiovm-nment. Wltat 
do ihey want wiih our protection ? And if they 
do want il, wiiai proieciion would they get ex- 
cept a government of brokijn-dov.-n poliiiciaii.-. 
wliich the j^'osident of the L'nited States would 
send, tiiem? 'I'iiey have Iviiig Log nov>' : they 
v,-(ni!d have i\ing .Stork then. Is :i Cloverneru 
ten-horse pov/er lo j)rotect the people? .So hir 
t"rom liial, sir, he is :\s much ini'erior to ihi; 
Imnly })ioneer, in strength and character, a.^ 
Lembardy ]ioplar is to live oak. Wjiat is there 
in such a Governor? Whal is there in such ;i 
secretary? What is there in such marshals? 
\^"h!a is iiiere in a whole foree of Territorial 
ollicers such as would be sent tiiere to protect 
the people? I>ej)end upon it, if they are pro- 
tected at all, they will ])roiect themselves: no- 
body else v/ill protect tiuiin 5 and besides tliai, 
ihey must protect all these Government olii- 
cials, if we send them. J ask, who are the tuen 
you would send there? Men wd)om the p;;oplo 
have defeated at liome. These are the uiou 
usually sent to govern the Territories : these 
are the govern metital oliicials, under whatever 
party jurisdiction aj^poinied : and they Imvi^ 
usually beeti worse to th.e p/cople of the T'erri- 
lories llian the {"rogs ami lice to the people oi' 
i-'i^rypt. [ Laughter.] 

l>ui, sir, to carry the illustration further: 
Here the peojile are the sovt-reigns ; these nnl- 
sanees go up into the chambers of the king.'^. 
\V!)y do ;!;ey go? To lill liieir own pockets 
wiih the gold of the General Government; to 
trade with the Indians; to speculate in town 
iois; atid often, one of the nu'ihods by which 
they accom(,)ii,;ii their eiuls is by sili-ring up 
Indian wars. .1 have iij>j.ii-'a,led to oi;r history 
lo shuw that- ilie }^eople ean govern tliem.seive.-^. 
and i nii,iiiii a-i well go osi a Jiltle i'urt.her iu tho 
sa;m; directiuu. it does iiappen lhat the jieo- 
jiie of the Sl;ite of Ore.iion W(-re, during the 
iirsi ten years o'i tiieir liislury, wiiiiout a Terri- 
torial Govern:neni. Their first Governor, Gen. 
Lii.iie. has Said lhat the peojile of Oregon htid not 
since been under so good la ws, so vrell enibrceik 
;i.s they made ibr themselves, before the time 
•.viien their ("(Overunn^uL received the sanction 
of Congress. They liad done everything that 
•pertained to good ,ijovernment. Still, there are 
men who will stand up her(i aiul say, that with- 
out a Territorial ori^fanizaiion by Congress, the 
people would be ndned. 

Now, sir, i tell you what is the object of th.ese 
Territorial organizations. It is to make the 



rooiue lielleve thaf: notV.inp on tliis contrncp.t 



can' be fii>r:0 •.vi'/iioiu Ooii(!;r(.'.s.^. ll is !U) uuempi 
;o ueiiy tht- jiniiiiei.nn the i'X]i(:ii><,' of the 
ViOOjilo; Uiui is ii;ti whole of it. Sir. do you 
ihiuk that, iliis Hoiisti <i!' R.;pre.s(Miti\tivo.s, ihnl 



ing tltat. lor a time under this Govcrnmeni. tho 
ne.ifro, as well us tiio suverciirnty of Coiinres--, 
shnll 1)0 hold ill abeyiince. ]-'or!i:i]i.s ihul is iho 
re:isoi« why soino ireiuleineii arc si;rpris';d. :uid 
why I hey <rrievo. li may he thai, il" :r.y vo!- 
iiiis S(':!;il':\ :ii!:t ihis l^residcnt. is the motive '. Ica.Lfuc weru lUit surprised at. me. 1 shrmld be 
|ii<v,->.jr ()!" this (i'lveriiitVMi.t, ? li* you do. lei me ; vt ry suueh siirjirisod at myself. You will re- 
:i-:.>tuv vou V(i;! icaow !.)ui little about it. The mO'- ' member, iu ih.e beL'iniiiii;f ol" th.is sessiuu of 
fivi' iiowereii this i luvenimeut is the peoph? — the i (.\.m.i:rcss. thai assurauees wi.-re ;j;iven by uuvuy 
;iee]ii(' at, lii.me, wlio attend, to their ov.":; bu?i- ; llepublicaus lu-re. that this fpu.'stion of slavery 
;ie<s au'l mind thi'ir own matters — and the p"l- i sh.mdd not bi; iutroduv-od by th.em durinir the 
i;ici;'.!is h<;r',-. who pn.-tend tliat thi-y tluM\ise!ves ' ]ir(>seut Cun^ress. 1. sir, was ov.r oi ihi.' lie- 
are the !!!Oiiv<; p.'iwor. :!re ie.siiruiiivaiit, in com- < publicans who repeatcd.ly .irave tluii assuriinee 
v.arisu'i wii iHise tly on thi'. axle-ire«.-, who ehiiined to men wliose voles w-re doubti'ul: and had it 
:iiat he nui'h.' the eoaeh nu)ve. j Lai:i;hicr. j That I !iot been for such assuranc'"'. you. to-day. Mr. 
'..s tile iaet. Xov,-, sir. 1 am tired of tlu.-se ;is- ' Sjioakor. would not be occupyin>^ the ]Htsiiioii 
.-uniiitiiins. i (•Jt.iinot endure them. 1 coittnnd ' of presiding; ollieer nf tliis House. Sir, such 
that il is better to leave llu;.-e men alone; with- j ati as<;uranee was pui)iicly iriveu tipo'.i this iioor 
otit our i-uji'-rvisiieu until tle.-ir fae.lis or weak- ' liy the liejuibliean euudidule i'ov .Sjteaker. { Mr. 
•.losses siiali siiow that our intervention nlosie ! .SilKUMA.v. { an<i that assnranee' was fiuote'd le,- 
CiiU be liicir siilvaiion. i the jrentlemrin front Maryland, j Mr. I)AV!s.j in 

I tiiiiiic. u'iw. >ir. Speaker, tluit i luive vindi- | his defence aL^niiist. the resolutions of the Mary- 
cated liu' power of the people to uovcrn them- ' land Le^nislature, that the liepuldleans would 
S'jives. i le.ivc siiown il as it appieirs in our! not introduce tlie qr.estion of slavery info th.is 
Iv.storv. 'i hese peoph; oi' Deknia ari; as well i House, i hn.ve hoiutstiy observed my promise 

in rel'erence to the a;-;sur!inf:o which 1 ve men 
whose vol(2s were doubtful oti the ouestiou of 



()1V io-<.l:!.v as they wor.ld be if they had our 
Territorial ollicials ovt.-r iluuu. They have riow 
:!0 Itidi;!,n wars. The Yanetons and tin; Sioux 
are ail CjUiet. lilul orsxani/.e the Territory, anil 
.s<:!id oul your exeenti ve oilicials : aiie. theii. sir. 
tin;st; speeuhitors will ^reailv "lesire an iidlex 
of (uivernment iTold. '.riu're is no meilioo 
sure and so couvenieui to p.rc.luce thai result, 
as to stir u;> an Indiaii war, ii will be done, 
sir, io raise tlie jiriee oi"tuwii lots. The ^ ane- 



ihe >'pr'akership. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not propose, iu the ore;an- 
i'/.ation ol' these Tei-ritorics. to ajjitale the coun- 
try with that question. 'I'here is no manner of 
need ol it. 1 iiave said belbro thai the inler- 
<'Sts of freedom do not demand it. ] say now. 
thai the interests ol" slavery do nol dema.nd il. 
What do the I'analics iJi both sections oi' ihif^ 
toiis and Sioux will come down on the white i count rv want? Thev know thai the v.diole 
tottlenieuts, and v.-e shall soon lie:ir of the ter- '. country is tired of th.e question, ii' the wlu.ilo 
rible inroads ol" the sava^^es. Then, sir. a | country C(.nild respond to-day as one man, tiiey 
heart-rendiuL'' appeal for proKiction. Then, sir, i would .say .so. Liave we nothiuf;; else to lool: 
u r(.';.':iinent, of soldiers iind §1.1)00,000. Then, j ai'ler in this eonut,ry but the slavery question? 
sir, damUiies .and pfuisions and w.-i;' (daiius to Is there nolhinir here but '* Northern ag;:res- 



■iie end of time, 'i hey are better oH' to-day, 
tluin ihey can be with Uiese Gijvernuieiit .=pee- 
uhit.'.rs turned loose ui)0U them. 



su')n " and r^onthern airgrcssion ? Are uU 
the glorions achiev(unenis in our history for- 
sxottei; Are all the momeutotis interests of 



.Mr. (lOOCdi. [wish to ask my eollea.oMie j our present comlition of no importance J^ut, 



v.'heiher .he recoiruises the i-iglit oi' Coiu:ress i<.i 
ituerferc. if th.e people of a Territory should 
■.rame institutions v/hich, iu its opinion, were 
improper, and nol iii accordance v,-iili the 
theory and sydrit ol'tliis (iovcrnmenl '/ 

Mr. TIlAY(i:iL Our fathers had a ;:eneral 
rule, which they '.ipplied very frequently when 
questions were asked about v.diat they would do 
in certain (jontiiiLrencies : and thai rule v.'as, thai 
ihey would answer a,ny such questions wlien 
t!u;y .should arise in praciic-e. Tiiai is a very 
i;ood rule i'or me to aci upon in this case. 

Mr. tKJOCH. Do<'s noi iny <;olleague con- 
•sider that such ;\ question may have arisen in 
the case of Utah, :te''l pcrhajis in. the case of 
New Mexico ? 

Mr. 'i'll A V KH-. No ca:-e !ias ve-i arisen in 



sir. tiiese fanatics, both iu the North and in the 

South, km.tw uothiiiL:, S(!e tiothimr, care lor 

nothing, but th(? negro question. 

Above us is the broad expanse of heaven, 

iilled with glowing constellations: 

" 111 r'-a.-'in".'; i-jir they all ri-Juico. 
A\i'\ tiller lUi-tli ••! tiliii-jou.s viiii.'i;." 

Then; is Arcturus with his sons,'' and Orioti 
with the Pleia<les : bul we liave a set of one- 
idea men in the North, who can .'■ee nothing in 
the whole caiutpy, save the ''Tv.-ins:*' and 
another set of cognate i'analics iu the Souiii, 
who can see uotliiiifr but the ^' Bear cii'clinic 



lh<; Po!( 



Poor men ! 



They sit u\> nights- 



ih.e one class to see that the "Jiear" does not 
devour the " l\vins," and the other chiss to see 
thai the ''I'wins''' do not set some trap i'or the 
practieo. No evil has yel been ccmsuiumated i Bear!'* X line help are these haggard night- 
m the 'i'erritories, v>-h!ch the peo{i!e there, by i watchers to the trreat Kternal ! Their '-eternal 
their own local iaw.s, are tioi abundantly able to j vigilance,'' tu) doubt, prevents a collision of the 
r^imove. " j planets. l.Iow th.anki'ul we should be that such 

•Now, sir, I do not propose to have anything I self-sacrilicing heroes still live. We all know 
to say concerning the negro in the bills whicii | well enough what might happen, if even one 
I shall offer to the House.' 1 am periectly will- 1 little world should be jostled out of place. 



" Jyt lir.t our i)laiun from it,-? orb '»>.' hiirlcil. 
5'lanijt.s liiid suns ruKli l;i\vlo.s.=* ihroiiKh th« world." 

There was one man, Newton, who compre- 

liended all these constellations and the laws 

Avhich govern them. He weighed worlds. He 

gave to mortals the grandest law of the physi' 

cal universe. He could see the whole otliereal 

expanse, and contemplate it, and .scrutinize its 

movements, and almo.st fathom its niysLeries. 

jJut Pope says oi' that Titanic inlt,-Hectual 

prodigy : 

" .'^iiiH-rior l)ci:ig.v, wiioii of lute ihcy s;uv 
A mort.-il man nnt'oid all nature's law. 
Admired i^ucli wisdom in tin.- Inr.nan shajio. 
And showed a Newton as wc show an n\<G." 

If, sir, superior beings" saw a Newton as 
an ape, by whtil multiplication of microscopic 
power could they Jice at all a little dwiirled 
j)olitician, who himself can see but one con- 
stellation, or at most two, in the whole handi- 
work of Jehovah, and these two the *' Bear" and 
the " Twins ? " [G reat laughter.] 

Let me say to the gentlemen iVom tlie South 
who are sensitive on this (|ueslion of slavery, 
that a sublimer laith would become great men. 
Those men especially who say tiiat slavery 
is of Divine origin. VVhy, Mr. Speaker, who is 
the author of Divine institutions? "it is He 
v/ho sitteth upon the circuit, of the heavens, and 
before Him all the inhabitants of the earth are 
us grasshoppers." If, then, he has established 
certain relations between grasshoppers of one 
color and grasshoppers of another color, be as- 
sured those relations will stand any and all 
tests. Who can overtiirow them? Can the 
North? I Groat laughter.] Is my colleague 
going 10 do it? I think not; for tliese things 
which have the superintendence and approvjtl 
of Almighty God are above even tliese giants 
who contend against the right of the ])eople to 
govern themselves. The Titans even could 
not dethrone .Jupiter. 

The appeal is made to us from every reason 
of philanthropy, from every senlimeni of pity, 
that those " poor people " in the Territories 
may not be allowed to govern themselves, for 
the reason that they cannot pay their own ex- 
penses. Well, sir, if they cannot do it, is it not 
us easy for us to appropriate money to govern 
the land districts, or to aid them in <jovernin<r 
themselves, as it is to appropriate n\oney to 
pay the ollicials which the Executive may send 
out? What man can doubt th.at? If tiiey are 
in such a strait as to want assistance in their 
government, who is here so base as to refuse to 
give it. There is no party here, there has been 
no party in this country, but what would listen 
to the appeals of these people, coming with 
this plea of poverty that they were unable to 
meet the legitimate expenses of their Govern- 
ment; they would have an appropriation : tind 
one-hiilf of the ordinary appropriation would be 
better for them, paid to their own citi/ens, 
whom they would elect to these oilices, than the 
whole appropriation paid to Federal oliiciais, 
who go out to the Territories only for a tempo- 
rary residence, ami who return with the prolits 
of their proconsulship to settle in Fiflh avenue, 
or in some of the Eastern cities. Under this 
mode of allowing the people to govern them- 



selves, they will select their own follow-eitizens. 
residents in the same Territory; and these of- 
ficers will receive their salaries, not to be trar.s- 
ported to Eastern cities to be spent in luxury; 
init, sir, to be u.sed in building up the young 
Territories and {.lie future Stales which shall 
be made within her limits. 

Mr. Spetiker, another objection of my col- 
league in, tiiai there can be no law except tnob 
law amotig these people in the 'J'erritories. i 
have shown that in our earliest colonies, with- 
out the advantage of former experience in self- 
government, the people have made models of 
government fur themselves. 1 have shown 
that the people of Oregon have made model 
insiituiioiis without the advice or sanction of 
Congress. My coUet'.gue says that nothing but 
mob law can exist, except where this omnis- 
cient Logi.^lature shall sliow the world some 
no!)ler achievements. Mob law, nnide by in- 
fants, and i siij)po.se carried out byinlantsi 
No, sir; mob law mtide by sensible nicn, your 
equals and mine, from your Stale and from 
mine; every one of them abutidant-y able to 
draw up a bill of rights or a Constitution. And 
these are the men who know nothing but mob 
law, and this Congress should exercise its all- 
wise inlluence to restrain them from self-de- 
struction, from annihilatioti ! Is it possible, 
sir, that, in this age of the world, there is any 
man so big a fool as to suppose that Anglo- 
Saxons have not in themselves the elemetits of 
self-preservation? If there is, sir, he ought to 
be schooled a while longer by his mother and by 
his nurse. J contend, sir, thiit Anglo-Saxons, 
wherever you find them, have the elements of 
self-government and the elements of seli'-pres- 
ervation. Tut them down where you please, 
in smtill numbers or in great numbers, fa- 
miliar friends or strangers to each other, and 
they will institute a perl'ect code of laws, and 
they will enforce them. Personal rights, rights 
of property, all rights, will be protected under 
those laws. 

Now, sir, this is a scheme to deify politicians, 
and that is why it is fought for. What will the 
politicians do, these men ask, wlien it is seen 
all over the country that the people can do 
without them, and without their supervision 
and pn,rental care in Congress? Othello's 
occupation " will be gone, tuid especially the 
occupiiiion of such Othellos as have their all 
invested iti Wilmot Provisos or Con<n-essiomil 
intervention in some shape. vVhai can they do 
when the people shall have said, j'.s they will say, 
that no provisos are necessary, and no Congres- 
sional intervention consistent with the prin- 
ciples and policy of this Government, i. take 
the stand that any such proviso or any such in- 
tervention is in direct antagonism to the Decla- 
ration of Independence, which say.s that "all 
Governments derive their just power.s from the 
consent of the governed."' Js that the kind of 
government which this Congress of the United 
States, without one word of authority from the 
people, imposes — to tell them how they shall 
act and what they shall do in the Territories? 
Do you claim, Mr. Speaker, that you have a 
right to say that a man in Washington Terri- 



tory, whose wife is de.id, shall not have the 
right to marry his former wife's sister? Do 
you pretend to say at what time they shall di;; 
dams in Washington Territory? [ liauL- liter.] 
Who pretends to say that it is the business of 
Congress to go into all these niinutiie; lodirecl 
every movement, control every wish, shape 
every expression of the will of ihe people of ihe 
Territories of the United States? Whoever 
pretends to say so, is not entitled to have much 
iuthienee among American oitixens. 

Mr. GOO CI I. 1 wish mei-ely to say to my 
colleague, that it seems to me he is fighting a 
proposition which nobody ever did sissume. 
Nobody has assumed such a proi)osition here 
to-day, as that Congress could do anyt,hing- of 
that kind : but merely that we should give a 
helping hand to the people, in organising their 
local government, which nnvy do tliose things. 

Mr. TllAYEIi. 1 perfectly well undersiand 
all that. It is to give a helping hajid to the 
politicians, not to the people ; that is what my 
colleague wants. ]le is airaid I will lose my 
place in this iiouse for not lending a helping 
band. 1 do not t'ear any such thing, so long 
as I adhere to what i can dei'end bv good logic. 
I do not fear to go before the people of any part 
of the country with this as my thesis: that the 
people are sui)ren!e in this Government, and 
that they have the right to govern themselves. 

Mr. GOOClf. I desire to ask my colleague 
whether ho means to say that f have ever inti- 
mated any such thing as he suggests? 
Mr. TlfAYlOR. What? 
Mr. GOOCIL That I was afraid vou would 
lose your place here on account of your position 
on this or any other question. 

Mr. TiiAYKii. i sup{)Osed that, on account 
of your abundant sympathy, tiiat was the case. 

Mr. GOOCM. When tlie gentleman cannot 
ind something that exists to fight, he lights 
something that does not exist. 

M r. TH A Y E R. ] f the gentleman wishes me 
to come directly to the point, I will do so. He 
sajs Couyress has the power to govern the peo- 
ple; and he complains because 1 said that Con- 
gress might exercise that power by telling the 
people ofa country when they were to dig clams, 
and when not : and might exercise it by saying 
whether a man might marry his former wife's 
sister or not. Now, J ask my colleague if he 
denies that Congress has the power to say both 
faese thinirs? 

Mr. GOOCH. What I say in regard to the 
matter is this : that it is the duty of Congress 
merely to assist these people in organizing a 
Territorial Government; not to dictate to them 
iheir measures of legislation, only so tar as that 
ihey shall not legislate in such a way as would 
Ije against the best interests of the people of the 
Territory and the whole country. 
^ What I mean to say, still further, is, that if a 
ierrilorial Legislatureshall pass any law which, 
!u the judgment of Congress, shall be contrary 
to the policy or theory of our Government, or 
'*'hich in the end would place this Territory in 
such a condition that it would not be a proper 
subject to be received into the Union on an 
eouality with the other States, then it is the 



duty of Congress to interfere and prohibit or 
repeal such law 

?dr. THAY'l'lR. 1 think my colleague has 
goiu'i on far eiujugh. 

Mr. GOOCH. Then 1 will sit down. 

Mr. THAYER. That is right, i would like 
to know what kind ul' ])hilo>ophy it is that n;y 
colleague's views are basi.-d upon. Is it liie 
philosophy of persecution and proscription, or 
is it the philosophy of Chrisiiniiil y ? Docs he 
suppose, wjien the people of" a Territory are de- 
termined tu act in a certain way, and to exer- 
cise certain rights, that by legislating here to 
the contrary he can jirevenl tlioir acting in 
that certain way, and exercising those certain 
riglits? ]s he of the opinion tinii he is going 
to convert these men to what he considers right, 
by force? Is that his idea? Does he expect 
that if they love slavery and hate free'doin. he is 
going to make them good Christians aiui good 
freedom-men by legislating that they never shall 
have slaves ? Would he propose, in respect to 
Christianizing llindostan, that the liest method 
for the missionary societies would be to send 
over and steal their idols? Would lie make 
them Christians any sooner by legislating in. 
Massachusetts, or hero in the Kederal Govern- 
ment, against idol worship in llindostan? No, 
sir; that is entirely a wrong philosoj)liy. You 
cannot legislate religion, or temperance, or 
Christianity, or heaven, iuto any people under 
the sun. No, sir ; this must be accompli^ihed 
by other means. Converts are not made, es- 
pecially in this country, hy force. Hut, sir, it 
seems to be the cherished opinion of some, 
that there is no other way of nmking converts 
to anything good, except by legislation. Now, 
1 have a philosophy about g(>vornment, and 
the duties of governmeni, which can/iot by any 
possibility accord with the views expressed by 
my colleague. The propositions that 1 make, 
as comprehending that wliole philosophy, are 
very simple, and are only two in number. These 
are, first, that the first dut.y of the Government 
is to let the people' alone : and, second, that its 
second duty is to prevent my colleague, or any- 
body else, from interfering with them. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Now, sir, if they are unable to work out 
their own salvation, it is putting very great 
burdens, Mr. Speaker, on you and me, to work 
out the salvation of all the people of tliis coun- 
try. Y'ou and I might be the only men who 
understand in what line and in v/li;it direction 
this great salvation lies. How shall we acconi- 
plish it with the perverse wills of the whole na- 
tion against us ? 

Now, 1 will state to you what is the radical 
and distinctive ditference between parties in 
this country ; and there can be traced to this 
radical distinction every measure which occa- 
sions any conflict in this House or in the coun- 
try. That radical distinction is this: Aiith in 
the people, and n'.) liiith in tiie j)eople. It so 
happens, and it wisely happens, that no party 
will ever control, or has ever controlled, this 
Government, but what either exercises this faith 
in the people, or makes the people beliove that 
it exercises it. [Laughter.] 
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Now, sir, T c:]inl]r;n£i;o nny luan to controvert 
tlval. muxim. j t Ir.i.-; nut Ikm.'U done here,.iiti(l il 
cannoi l.io iloui.* hero, i wili nieot, now, or at. 
an V tiino. any ni;in o:) ilie.-e radical prtij)0.<ilions 
ui\L^uvi;runv.'nt wuii/h [ n;>v.' ciiunciati:. li'niyj 
Cf illfai'uo, wishes n>o\v lo um.k(.' i'.ay cxphuialion i 
of his vir-ws, i -.viil Ii:nfn t-i liiin. | Laui:iiU-.r. j \ 

Mr. COOCIi. 1 hav^- -a:^ niueii holivl' in tiu'l 
ahiliiy oi' tho m irovijrn t !icins».!ives as | 

my c(ilh.'a,i;;uc ur ;u;v dlinu* nian has: l)nt. .-'ir. ! 
'.vhcn i h'!<.)i< \\) o".r 'rcrrilorics, I Siiy ihat, ih'iscl 
'rcrriiorii'.s ri'-]>iii;r {:■> 'li'.^ nt-ojilo of t'.ie whulc ' 
cCMintry: thai in liv'-c Territories; t;very iinli- j 
vi'liiai in the (-(^uiPrv Isas an intere.sl: aiai ll 
iielievc ihat no ten ii'.e:;. or Vweniy men. or on.' 
hi.Muin.'il iV:i;ii Jia.! L nit-.-i] .Siaies. or iVmn 

iinv li)!-i'i;r-i couatrv. :iavi,' a rii:ht. U> j;o tiien- 
ami IniiM an jiri ri-Jciy such institutions as itn-y 
jih;aso : io tirL'.ani/.i*., il' thev elni'.'.se, a moaareli- 
ical form oi" ■.'ovi'Ttimi iii. an'l Inii!'! un iiisiitii- 
tioiis wh.ifii s'.iaii make- tin; Siulvs to he Ibrnn'-l 
on!, oi' tiiosf 'l\-rriiur!>.s unlit ever to i.te taken j 
into till' i 'niori. 

y.v. 'i'llAVKi:,. No^v 1 nn.lersiand all llaui 

my foiir:..;,;!!!' is Lniii;'; to say. j LaUL'.dner. ] ! 

Mr. (ti.'iOtJii. 'i ii'-a my (•oi'i"a.i.'uo 'ioes not 
'.vani. mv vi.--.%---., ili- ims !ia'-l encniL^h of ilnnn. 

.Mr. tilAVi::i!. 1 aadersiand ail l!)at In- is 
sjoiiii"; f.u sav. ilis jirojiositioiis are ihesi- ; 
tirsi, t,Iial e.verv Uian in this eomitrv iuis an 
t'ljual ri;'i\! !o 1 in- tiaa'iniry of tin- l,"nit<,'d SuUes. 
and ther»'!i>ri.; his infc'eiico is lliis : that, «;v<"ry 
man in tiiis eoumry inis a ri^rht, tu iuijiress liis 
own )n;<n;iiar vii^'.v:-; n))on the |)eo})ic wiio shall 
oceu|)y t :;al Terrilory. 

Mr. tlODCl.i. No: my C'o]le!'.;.nio mistakes 
my theory. My t!n->u'y is. that the ]iouiile, as 
:i whole, own llie Territories : t!ml the' views of 
Ihc dill'erenl individuals sinill i)e placnl to 
<rr'thor; anTt, tinit, tin' sum of all ih.c opiiuons 
of all the people sh.ali [irevail in the Terrirories. 

Mr. 'I'KA^'i'iit. Well, now, that, would work 
v<'ry <j;reat har'.iship in case tin:;re should he 
nine hiindre*! aud iiiin.'t3'-!iine men of (•me vie.n', 
:'.nd oiu'; thous.:incl tnen of t!u' other. Tlio nine 
iiundrnl and. idiicl v-nim-. wlie.. a,ec(n'din!r to 
ids assta'iion., \\i\\'>: an ".'ijual rij^hl in tiie Ter- 
ritories, wotdd, hy liu; actio!i of Oiu; ntan. have 
jio riirh.ts winti-,n-(;r. 

.Mr! C.(.U)Cir. Tiie theory of our Govern- 
ment, is, that t'-.e maicudty .shall irovern. Does 
mv ColKra-^iK! (h'i:v th;itV- 

"Mr. 'IMi AVKii". And !ill this, Yn-. Speaker, 
alier tin? people in the Territories iiave l)OUifht i 
t.iieir land arid paid, for it ! After timi, tinise 
men hav(^ a riuht to im[)ress them whh their 
pe'euliar vii.'ws on poiitii-s, relijiriou, on moral 
ami mr;:t;il jiliilosoi'lty, on. spiritualism, and. 
what not. Tliere is m.) vM'l to what we mi,i:!ii. 
tnake tuples of I'.'f^islation. Wei!, 1 am not for j 
inakiu.Lf litesv; t!>in-;s t.opics of legishition my- j 
self: and if I iiad, lay way about it, a poet 
itever wo\iid write a jdaiforin I'or the lle[)uh- 
lican party, j ! .-.oiifht-er. j ! dn not like meta- 
)ihors iit platforn\«. \ want tliena pri-se : or, if 
they mu^t be poetry, I would like to h-.ive th.em 
very goovi poetry. ! 

Now, i'r'.Mii wha.t source can Ihhs power 1)0 1 
derived; that euaule.s n.ien who have sold these. 



lands to people who are their cqnals in nvery re- 
spect — who are citizens of the L'niie.d States — 
where is the power derived from, tlnit I'ives to 
meu in J-Faine. and Massaciiuset.ts, a.n.d lov;a, 
tiie riL'ht to i-av wIuaI instil ulions t!ie t'lionoers 
shall have".' l.'oit 1 am iohi. wiih Ln'e.vt,- solem- 
nity, hy my co]lea;'ue. that this is liie ap.cient 
p'.'iiey oi'ihis ( Jov(na?mc'nt. It, is r.oi. so ancient 
as Siitan. 1 I;!iu,i;hler. j It is not. so old as 
Sin, tiie danphter of Satan. Its ai;;e i.-; no rea- 
son why it j-iiould he I'orever snstjunc'.j. It i.s 
old. fnon.L'"h to die. 

Mr. (.'.'( )OCn. i desire to ask my collca.^tte 
wliether he intends to jdace, tlie 'framv^rs of our 
' lovei'iune'nt, atid the men wh.o eu^xraf'ed this 
jK>iicy on th(.> Territories, in the same caicg"ory 
wi;h lite distinguished imiividiud to whoiu he 
has referred. an(! to say that tlieir v.Nork i.s on 
a par wiili what he terms sin".' | Lauiihtcr. j 

Mr. TMAVKli. X,;, sir, neither them nor 
my eolleai^iu";. 1 h.avt; i!o idea of d</in.;( such 
a ihinij-. But I do ;say of lite men wh.o framed 
I his <jovernment, that, tlioy mi;j;iit not have 
been perl'e-ct, even in luimati wisdom : and I 
do .say, eomrary perimp.s to t!ie ojiinion of 
many, tJiat the present ire'.HjraLion is not less 
wise than the past, ll ma.y sound, i-tranpioiv, 
!ml a.!iy nn-in who denie;-; it, <h;!iies laiii! in (.lod 
and iiuma!i nature. No. sir ; 1 cutitend that 
we ar(> deiT'-'nera'c !nen, unhiss we ean inaiigii- 
rati.' a belter policy than titai wliieii has bceit 
itmnjj'urated one or two centuries atro. .Ilavo 
we not improved on th.e lav.' of prinnoueniture ? 
LIa,ve v.'e not improved upon the (eudal .sys- 
ti.'m '/ i^ut tills idea, that Congress have th'3 
ri;.'ht to govern the T'errilories because they 
have sold the lands to th.e people who live 
tlierc, is :i part of that system. 

No, sir: I tell you t.hat this Territorial policy 
has been, iVom the outset, progressing all the 
while in f;ivor (A' ]io[-)u!ar riglils, 'xhe first, 
stage in our Territorial j'loiicy was. that the 
['resident should send out. t.he executive power, 
•Jie legislative jnAVer, and tiie judicial power, 
I'or every Territory. That v.-as the ilrst jiolicy, 
Tin^ second policy was. that t!io President 
slnnd.d s(',nd out t.he execittive power, the judi- 
cial piower,and a part of tlnj legishiiive nower — 
the Council --while ttie people of the Territory 
nnght edeet the lower branch of the liCgisla- 
t,nie. Tl'.o third step of our Terriii)r'ai policy 
was this: thai tin"! ]'r(!sident shon.Ki sen.d out 
t!ni execut-ive aiid judicial })0\vers. wjiile tliG 
people in the Territory shoidd eleci the whole 
legislative }iower. Ami, sir, the tourtli step lu 
our j>o!icy w.as — a.!id liiai was the i\a;isas-Ne- 
brask.'i bill — that Congress shmild rmt have in- 
tervention for the revision of the l;i'.vs whicli 
tlic people in a 'I'erritory shoulil make, altiiougli 
Ivy that act the sovereignty of tlie people in the 
T'errii.ory was held in til'cyance during theii' 
Territorial condition, subject to the sover- 
eignly of the President. 

Now. sir. the step which I propose, which i? 
the ilfth stepi in our Territorial policy, is this: 
that the sovereignty of the people shall be 
:iciive, and not held in abeyance, \shile tlv? 
sovereignty ol' the i'residcnt and the sover- 
eignty of Congress shall be held in iiijcyauce. 
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This. sir. is tlic iMVn ami last slop in our Torrl- 
torial polic}-. 

Tliis jiulii.:y, -iir, is the L'ilima T/uiIc uf pop- 
ular sovereiLnily— liK! pillars rjf i l-.-rt^uK!.-;, sir. 
Oil which 1 uu'.v writ.;, in Pjliors so lhai, ihi: 
world nv,\y ri.-iu!, '''.ri!!': xk vixa vi:nix uk 
A N c I , o - S A A 0 X CO V ic :•; n .\i !•; sr.'- 

But, sir. 1 will i!ut censure my colioagut; for 
onleitai:i:!i,u- any !ears ibr iho salbly of True in- 
.Slilulious. w'lieh he may choose J.o clierish. J 
can uadcr.s;;i!i(.l hov; In; iind oihirr iiiei; — not. 
perhaps, ttt' tii',: most, buul aad <ieliaiit disposi- 
tion — niiiy cluiui tii:it there is dnngcr oi' shi- 
very's grasijiML;- ;ind dt;sl.royini( all our Norili- 
crn rights. 1 huve iujard ol" un old man wiiu 
had read wliat liersciic! had said abi>ut ih.e 
spots on tiie sun — that they were inci-easing ; 
and, sir, he loola'd ai iliu sun, to see whulhur 
the spots (..-Dntiiiurd to increase; and ho kept 
looking, tiii he could see nothing !)ul one black 
spot; ajid then h.c died ol' grief, thinking ihi', 
sun had gone out, when lie h.ad only gone out. 
himscli". i CircHl !:ing!il.er.] These timid men 
in the Northern Siaitjs, wlio believe that sla- 
very is going to oviM'spread the cimiinent, ami 
swallow uji Canada and Massaciiuselts, get 
blinded by the dii/./dirig light of all our free 
institutions a,nd ilie glury ot' ouv nation's prog- 
ress and history, and ihey can soo nothing but 
a black spot tliat covers the whole, and there- 
fore they iill iha whole earth, with their nionrn- 
iag. [Li'.nghter.j Now, 1 ani not ol' lliat class 
0! men. i tell you, sir, that, reading the his- 
tory of this country, 1. can in no way convince 
inyseirihat, by all tin.rse ))r<jvidentia! triumphs 
over British aggressions, by all these ].)ruvi- 
dences in our bi;h:i!i'' during our whole hislusT, 
God has preserved and cherished this nation, 
just lor the pui-pose of allowing it lo he sub 
merged and destroyed by disunion, or slavery, 
or by any other caiamity whatever. 

NViw, sir, 1. h;ive laiih in tlic j)eonlo of every 
section oi' th<; eouiury. 1 do not believe thai 
the problem v.-hich belongs exclr.sively U) the 
people ol 'l'e.vas. or exolasivt-ly to the people ol' 
Louisiana, can, by tiny possibility, be worked 
out lO a satisi'actory and ''oiTecl result by iho 
people of -Massachusetts or the peoj.)lc of Maine. 
Ami as to liie question ol'slaveiT in these .States, 
I believe that, the Northern people have no 
more busi.ness with it than we have v/ith tlu; 
laws of prinii.'geniture in hinghmd, or than we 
have with the inslitniions ol' Cliina, Mun^-jary, 
or Turkey. Not on.e whii more. We ai'c a 
Congress of aa.iions to all intents and })urpuses: 
we have no business each with the sovereignly 
of another, nor the sovereignty of the whole 
with the individual rights of any one. There 
can, then, be no quarrel belvveen the North 
aud the South concerning slavery in ihe States. 
We can only have that, apple of discord in our 
Territorial Governments. 1 have, therefore, 
said not one word about it in the land district, 
system Avhieh I have presented to ihe House 
nnd toilie cou:itry. I have observed iny prom- 
ise, in them, not to bring the agitation of th.e 
slavery question into the House. That was my 
promise, and J will observe it. 

But uiy colleague says wo must send out 



suitable men to govern these Territories. J 
suppose they have no suitable men tin-re! 1. 
suppose no man in one of these mun-gaiM/eu 
Terriiuries ev(n- heard, vl' such iilace as the 
Slate of .Massac-husetis. or thai my colleague 
was a liepresentalive of thai State! :unl what 
do they know, ii' they do not know ihat ? 
i Laughter.] .Suitable men ! Men wlio cannot 
gt.'t a living at home; men v;ho have not po])u- 
iariiy enough to be re-elected in tiieir own dis- 
tricts. Suiia,ble msjii ! Who arc the men who 
are iheriiV Th>ey are men v,-ho have travelled 
across the mountains ; wlio have hunted wild 
beasts: who have fought the lndi;uis: wlio un- 
derstand hnm.an nature !ji;li(n' than ativ man 
can pvissibiy d.o who is a inember of ihis House, 
from the experiesice oi'a quivi life. These are 
ihe men whom some litllu: puekcred-up lawyer 
in M.aine or Massachusetts, with his feet upoii 
the window-sill, calls '* inj'ants,'' wlule lie jirates 
about o//.'' parental care." [Great laughter.] 
Now, sir, J iuive no kinil oi' patience with 
this kind (d' a!-gu.niem, which, goes bei'ore ihe 
country assailing the clninicter of the men of 
ihe Terriici-ies. But if th.is woi-e all, 1 might 
submit to it; but, adding insult to injury, it as- 
sa,ils their common sens«.;: it assails iheir m;in- 
hooil, calls ih.em interlojiers, runauays, and 
oulla.ws,"' and in every -.vay wholly unlit for 
civiiix.aiion and self-gcivernmcnt. What on 
oaitii did God make sueh men for? Now, sir, 
].' will yield to my colleague, if he v.dshes. 
I fianghier.] 

Mr. GOuCH. i-ry colleague has been in- 
dulging in his usual style of fiiihting windmills. 

Mr. I'll A i'j^^Ii. J was lighting \n\ ajUeaijiic, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. GOOCn. My colleague h.as not stated 
any argumeiit or remark ol mine. What 1 
said was. not that ihese men w(;i"'j inferiors : 
1 s;iid they v/ere men just .".s cajjabh.'. oi' gov- 
eridng ihemseivos as the tii.opie of afiy other 
portion of the country. JJtit ! said tliat, at the 
outset of a Territorial or.i;aui./.alioii, they had 
little or no knowledge of eacli oiln;" : that they 
were loo few and si;attered to iMu-Jde tli-./.m lo 
seleel proper odicers I'roin among th.emselves : 
and lhat, lor the purpose of st-irtiu':;- ;i Govern- 
ment, ihey should have the iii'i o! C-encral 
ib.iveruinent, and lha.i iheir first (.-xecuiives 
should he selected !r>- the Geneia! Gt^veniment. 
insKrU'' of buing Suhjcted by those Jnen, whom 1 
admiited might be the eijuais of my (.•oileaguc 
ami myself, i wish my eoilea.gu-',' would r(;ply 
to what 1 did say. instead of replying to liis 
own fancies, to his own windniiih-, v.hieh he 
sets up for himseii'. 

Mr.' THAI KH. The llou^o shai! judge 
whether i a.m (.iealing fairly with my colleague. 
There shall be no niisiake tiiis lini-j. i under- 
stand him this time to make two statements; 
one is, that ihic j^eople are too fev/and scattered 
in tiie Territories i'or them lo establish a Gov- 
ernment for themselves. Is that correct? [Mr. 
Gouc'H nodded assent.] 'j'he otiier is, thai they 
are strangers, js that right V \ M r. G oocu again 
nod lied assent,] 

Now, sir, v/ith the leave of iho ITousc, I 
shall answer both these propositions. The 
lirst. ihut the people are too few iu numbers ; 



let me ask my colleague if there 13 more dan- 
ger of the overthrow of good government in the 
town of Paxcon, which is one of the. smallest 
in my county, or in the town of Hull, one of 
the towns near Ciipe Cod, which I believe has 
about seven ty- five people, than there is in the 
city of New York, or in the city of Baltimore? 
Did my colleague ever hear of a riot or a re- 
bellion in the patriotic town of Hull? Has he 
not often heard of riots in New York and Bal- 
timore V I put \t to this House, whether the 
fewness in number of the people of a Territory 
is a strong reason why the Government of the 
United States should interfere and see that 
they should not blot themselves out? Why, 
every man k:io\vs that our republican institu- 
tions are in tiio most da!iger where the popu- 
lation is Ihe most dense. Has my colleague 
anything to say to thai ? 

Mr, GOOCH. lly idea is, that there is more 
danger of institutiosis formed in the organiza- 
tion of a Government where there are few men 
who participate in tliat organization, than where 
it is participated in by many. And again, 
every one knov/s that the people who go to an 
iinorganiKed Territory go from different coun- 
tries, and many of them come from foreign 
countries ; and I say that there is more da»»ger 
that institutions will be established there not in 
accordance with the theory of our Government, 
than where there is a larfi;er collection of people. 

Mr. TBA YER. I feet the whole force of that 
argument. My colleague has shown that if 
there wsis only one man in a Territory, there 
would be very great danger of a mob there, 
and an overthrow of republican institutions. 
I Laughter.] Has the gentleman ever read the 
history of France ? Has he ever heard of bar- 
ricades in the streets of Paris? Has he ever 
read Roman history ; and does he not know 
that: all dangers to government occur where 
the people are Ihe most dense, where they are 
packed, where they exist in crowds? My 
colleague certainly knows all that ; I will not 
take the position of denying that he knows all 
that. How, then, can he, with a knowledge of 
the history of this country and of all countries; 
claim that there is the greatest danger to re- 
publican institutions or to good government 
where there are the fewest people? The 
lact— and every man knov/s it — is. that where 
there are few people, there never was, and there 
never can be, any great danger. 

My colleague's other proposition is, that the 
people are strangers to each other. Does my 
colleague b appose these Yankees are like the 
Frencliman, who wonld not save a drowtjing 
mail because he had not been introduced to 
him? [Jjaughter. j Does my colleague sup- 
pose the Yankees jiave not the power -of get- 
ting acquainted V 11" they had no social quali- 
ties whatever, they would see if something 
could not 1)0 made out of an acquaintance. 
[Great laughtur.] Does my colleague deny 
that? [Coiiliiuicd lausrhter. j 

Mr. GOOCM. A do not deny that, if they 
will only U;t my coHeagiie get up an organized 
scheme of eiuigration, and put the Yankees 
there, for he would select the right kind. 

Mr. THAYER. 1 will do ray whole duty in 



that regard. [Laughter.] Noyr, Mr. Speaker, 
what is there in this hmh bug of Congressibflal 
intervention that commends itself to the , people 
of thid country? Nothing; NeitEeir/ypu^ sir, 
nor myself, will live to see another Territory 
organized by this Government to govern our 
fellow-citizens, equal to you and to me, in the 
Territories of this Union. The vote in this 
House to-day has shown that the people are 
tired of intervention, and of all the quarrels 
that hang upon it. There is no end to those 
quarrels 5 for so long as there are two views ia 
this country concerning freedom and slavery, 
so long, whatever party is in power, there will 
be quarrels concerning Executive appointments 
for the Territories; and not only concerning 
those, but concerning every act which those 
executive olKccrs may do in the Territories. 
There will not only be quarrels here in Con- 
gress, and quarrels in all of the States, but 
iliere will be quarrels among the people of the 
Territories themselves; for, sir, they enhst 
under party siandards on the one side and the 
other, and no party, by any possibility, can 
ever attempt to do anything that the other 
party cannot, will not, censure and condemn. 
There will be these constant p irtisan quarrels 
in the Territories, and they, wit^h various re- 
ports of crimes, ot murder and robbery and 
arson, committed by Executive officials, or at 
their instigation, will be brought to the notice 
of this House, and parties here will range them- 
selves upon the one tide and upon the other, 
and we will have bitter, burning animosities, 
and never-ending disputes about this matter of 
non-resident jurisdiction. 

This is a kind of government in no way con- 
sonant or consistent with our institutions. It 
never bad any business under the stars and 
stripes. Now, sir, thank Heaven, it is ended. 
It has gone, once and forever, and we are no 
more to know it. VVIuitever we may annex 
hereafter, 1 say, let it be annexed as a sovereign- 
ty, and not as a dependency. We have had 
enough of this history of dependencies. Let 
us have no more 01 it. 1 appeal to honest men 
in all parts of the Ho'ase — men who love the 
country more than they love prejudice, men 
who favor the institutions of the country more 
than they favor party — now, once and for all, to 
settle this policy. 

Sir, it was saia by my colleague, with a sneer, 
that 1 had joined the Democratic party to day 
iu my vote. I say, that not only the Democratic 
party, but the American party, so far as 1 
know, without an exception, and many of the 
gentlemen who act with me in the iiepublican 
party, voted to lay these bills upon tlie table. 
I tell you that, so far froui being denounced for 
our action by the people, we shall be applaud- 
ed, and the country will thank us, of whatever 
party, for having taken this perplexing ques- 
tion out of the halls of Congress. From this 
time we vail enjoy t,he luxury of attending to 
the legitinmte business of legislation. 

1 move that the bill be laid upon the table.^ 

The question was taketi on Mr. Tuaykk's 
motion to lay the bill on the table, and it wa^ 
agreed to. 



